
  

Please check the examination details below before entering your candidate information 

Candidate surname Other names 

Centre Number Candidate Number 

Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) 

Monday 13 May 2019 
Afternoon (Time: 1 hour 45 minutes) Paper Reference 1RB0/1D 

Religious Studies B 
Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics 
Option 1D - Buddhism 

You do not need any other materials. Total Marks 

Instructions 

• Use black ink or ball-point pen. 
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

centre number and candidate number. 
• Answer all questions. 
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need. 
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Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

Question 1: Buddhist Beliefs 

1 	 (a) 	 Outline three of the Five Precepts. 
(3) 

	 (b) 	 Explain two reasons why the Four Sights are important for Buddhists. 
(4)
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	 (c) 	 Explain two reasons why the Four Noble Truths are important for Buddhists today.  

		  In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling, 
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology. 

	 *(d) 	 “The Eightfold Path should be the only guide for living.” 

		  Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

		  In your response you should: 
		  • refer to Buddhist teachings 
		  • refer to different Buddhist points of view 
		  • reach a justified conclusion. 

(15)
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(Total for Question 1 = 27 marks)
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Question 2: Marriage and the Family 

2 	 (a) 	 Outline three ways the sangha tries to support the family. 
(3) 

	 (b) 	 Explain two reasons why Buddhists oppose gender prejudice. 
(4)
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	 (c) 	 Explain two Buddhist teachings about divorce. 

		  In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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	 (d) 	 “Sex outside of marriage should be allowed.” 

		  Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

		  In your response you should: 
		  • refer to Buddhist teachings 
		  • refer to non-religious points of view 
		  • reach a justified conclusion. 

(12)



  

9

	

(Total for Question 2 = 24 marks)
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Question 3: Living the Buddhist Life 

3 	 (a) 	 Outline three ways Buddhist places of worship are used. 
(3) 

	 (b) 	 Explain two features of puja performed in the vihara. 
(4)
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	 (c) 	 Explain two reasons why death rituals are important for Buddhists. 

		  In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,  
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology. 

	 *(d) 	 “Uposatha days are the most important Buddhist celebrations.” 

		  Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

		  In your response you should: 
		  • refer to Buddhist teachings 
		  • refer to different Buddhist points of view 
		  • reach a justified conclusion. 

(15)
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(Total for Question 3 = 27 marks)
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Question 4: Matters of Life and Death 

4 	 (a) 	 Outline three Buddhist beliefs about the origins of the universe. 
(3) 

	 (b) 	 Explain two Buddhist responses to global warming. 
(4)
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	 (c) 	 Explain two Buddhist responses to scientific explanations of evolution. 

		  In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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	 (d) 	 “There is nothing wrong with euthanasia.” 

		  Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

		  In your response you should: 
		  • refer to Buddhist teachings 
		  • refer to non-religious points of view 
		  • reach a justified conclusion. 

(12)
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(Total for Question 4 = 24 marks) 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 102 MARKS
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